
Manufacturers depend on reliable supply chains to make things in America. 
Critical minerals and the inputs made using them are necessary to produce
technologically advanced industrial and consumer products made in
America — including aircraft and defense systems, automotive parts and
vehicles, electric grid components, robotics and industrial automation,
personal electronics, and more. 

For another 20 minerals, foreign imports make up over 50%
of U.S. supply.

The U.S. relies entirely on foreign suppliers for 13 out of 58
minerals critical to American manufacturing. 

A Critical Minerals Strategy for
Manufacturers in America

While endowed with a wide array of
natural resources, the U.S. has finite
domestic supply of critical minerals and
growing, but limited, midstream
processing capabilities. Today, the U.S.
is at least 50% import reliant for 33 out
of 58 critical minerals—including 13 for
which the U.S. is 100% dependent on
imports.

China is the world’s leading supplier of critical minerals. With processing capacity concentrated
in just one nonmarket economy, manufacturers in the U.S. cannot risk exploitation of these
supply chain vulnerabilities. The NAM strongly supports the administration’s efforts to reshape
and rebalance global critical minerals supply chains through comprehensive actions
domestically and with international partners. 

A two-pronged approach designed to address the needs of the manufacturing sector across the
full critical minerals life cycle will enhance capacity at home, leverage resources abroad, and
safeguard access to a diverse range of critical minerals necessary for U.S. economic strength
and national security.

88% 
of manufacturers report that their
business would be affected if other
countries limited or decreased the
supply of critical minerals to
manufacturers in the U.S.
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Enact comprehensive permitting reform legislation to sustain project certainty
through the modernization of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Clean Air Act,
and the Clean Water Act, putting an end to the cycle of litigation, unclear timelines, and
overhang of uncertainty that threatens billions of dollars in investments in extraction,
processing, and refining projects. 

Restore permanency to strategic incentives like the 45X Advanced Manufacturing
Production Credit for critical minerals and facilitate federal support through the
Defense Production Act and the Energy Dominance Finance Office to make it more
attractive and less risky to launch extraction and processing projects in the U.S.

Invest in critical mineral recycling, recovery, and substitution technologies and
critical mineral processing capabilities through federal tax incentives, grants, and
loans for R&D, as well as public-private partnerships. Coordinate efforts with strategically
aligned countries to develop and scale mineral technologies and viable substitutes while
leveraging advancements in AI and machine learning. 

Strengthen workforce development programs to close the skills gap, including
building a modern mining workforce through grants and funding to recruit and train
students in mining schools in the U.S.

Percentage of Global Production Controlled by China

Domestic Policy Solutions
Manufacturing of advanced technologies is poised to surge globally. For manufacturers
in the U.S. to maintain competitive advantage, policymakers must deploy legislative,
regulatory, and administrative solutions that enhance the sector’s access to critical
inputs here at home.

Source: U.S. Geological Survey, “2026 USGS Mineral Commodity Summaries,”
February 2026. World Critical Mineral Stats visualization
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Negotiate a plurilateral agreement that positions U.S. investors for success and
leverages the collective advantages of international partners and allies at each stage of
the critical minerals life cycle, effectively rebalancing the global minerals market.

To generate new pipelines for critical minerals projects and secure diversified access to vital
manufacturing inputs sourced globally:

International Policy Solutions

Unlock and accelerate catalytic project financing to help mineral-rich countries convert
untapped resources through expanded co-financing with partners, targeted to fill gaps in
the risky discovery and development phases of critical minerals projects. 

Obtain “first rights” commitments, extended operating licenses, and preferential
offtake agreements for U.S. investors. 

Promote dedicated “Single Windows” to streamline and expedite investment
approvals for overseas mineral projects.

Secure strong investor protections and eliminate unfair advantages by state-owned
enterprises from non-market economies.

Negotiate zero-for-zero tariff terms to ensure access to critical minerals and industrial
inputs like machinery.

Accelerate innovative R&D for mineral recovery, recycling, and substitutability
through cross-government public-private collaboration.

To address predatory marketplace distortions and supercharge expansion of domestic extracting
and processing capacity and the U.S. manufacturing base: 

Create a minerals information clearinghouse to counter non-market pricing practices
through transparent global data on minerals production, supply, and trade flows. 

Combat regulatory arbitrage through alignment of industry-led high standards for
transparency, traceability, and sustainability. 

Address the weaponization of export restrictions to prevent their use to distort supply
and prevent market-based pricing for critical minerals. 

Create a mechanism for pooled industry demand for minerals acutely needed by
manufacturers in small quantities. 
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 U.S. Import Reliance by Mineral

U.S. Geological Survey, “Mineral Commodity Summaries 2026,” March 2026. Figure 2 - 2025 U.S. net import reliance
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